Get Real! God does not want us to go to church
Opening

Thank you for coming out!

I feel very privileged to be able to chat with you tonight because I believe that you guys are the future of the church, the future of God’s work in this crazy world that we live in, and I really want to thank you for letting me be a part of that for just a little while.

This message is for those of you who are young people. This is a message of encouragement and a message of challenge. Those of you who are older, there’s an element of challenge for you too in what I have to say tonight.

<<pray>>

Everywhere you look in the press these days; people are bagging out young people.

It seems that every second day there’s an article that talks about Gen Y being difficult to work with, self absorbed and permanently connected to their iPods or mobile phones. Gen Y are those of you born anywhere from the mid 70s right through to the end of the century.
The people that are in leadership in the workplace, or government or in the media or even in your homes and who are saying these things, are wondering what’s going wrong and why young people don’t act the way they do, or why aren’t young people meeting the expectations that are being placed on them. They are asking themselves, what hope is there for the future?
I believe we are at a cultural crossroad; the generations are clashing more and more often and in a very public way. But I am certain that all of this stuff we are seeing in the papers and on the telly is absolute rubbish and that the future is bright. You are a generation that is passionate, you are a generation that is energetic, you are a generation that values relationships, you are a generation that is willing to get out there and commit to a cause that is going to make a difference, you are the generation that is not content to accept the status quo and do what we’ve always done and believe what people tell you to believe without asking ‘why’. You want to see if it has any practical value in your lives. And it is this last point especially that I believe is the key to the future of the church.
Now is the time for you guys to take up the challenge that’s here in the bible, written especially for you guys. Paul is talking to his young friend Timothy and encouraging him. I want to encourage you and challenge you with these same words tonight. 1Tim 4:12 And don’t let anyone put you down because you are young. Teach believers [and non believers] with your life: by word, by demeanour, by love, by faith, by integrity. 

As I said a moment ago, you guys are the future of the church, but you don’t have to wait until you’re “adults” to get out there and make a difference in your generation and beyond. You can start right now. So how are you going to accomplish that?
To make an impact for God in this world you need to know two things:
1. You need to know who you are as a person and be willing to share the real you with people;
2. And you need to know who you are as a Christian and what God wants from you and be willing to let people see how that’s working for you.
Here’s why. People hate fakes and they hate hypocrites, especially when it comes to the church and Christians. Nothing turns people off God faster than fake Christians.
I used to know a guy who would talk a lot about being a Christian and made sure everyone knew that he went to church. One day he went out to the movies with a bunch of people from work but he left the cinema shortly after the movie started because there was a flash of boob. Now that’s fine, his friends understood, and they respected his beliefs. What they really couldn’t understand was the next week when they saw this same guy with his arm jammed up inside a vending machine at work stealing chocolates. His actions weren’t matching the words that he was saying. In that single moment, he forfeited the right to talk to any of these people about God with any level of credibility again.

We see extreme cases of this in the media where there are reports of priests that sexually abuse kids or TV evangelists that have affairs or steal money. They are all talking about the love of God from the pulpit and telling people to live right and all the rest of it, and yet their lives are not reflecting what they are saying. They are fake in the eyes of the world. They have no credibility. And it means we have to work twice as hard to let people know how it really is.
It’s not always that dramatic and in your face. I was a faker for a long time too. I was 13 when my parents came to Canberra. Dad was a civil engineer who decided that it was time to leave building bridges behind and come to Bible College. We came from a very small country town…1000 people…so our church had about 15 or 20 people in it. It was very simple. So when we came here and Dad was at college I began to feel like having a father at bible college and being at a “big” church that made a fuss of these families who had left their jobs and followed God…I thought it was a very special and holy thing and that began to effect the way I dressed and the way I acted. On Sundays I was like the perfect little church girl under control and proper, week days…not so much. This carried on for several years, until Dad became the assistant pastor and then the pastor here. Then I started to feel more pressure that I HAD to behave and I had to act a certain way because I was the pastor’s kid. I had no option but to be a good girl. But on the inside I was a mess. I was rebellious and angry and what I said I believed and what I was telling my friends at school didn’t match what I was going on inside.

Fast forward several years...I got married, had kids and I settled into a nice stereotypical version of the happy Christian family existence. As part of the church, I was Cecile’s daughter, and to me she was the ultimate example of Christian living. So I went along to all the meetings under the sun because that’s what I felt was expected. I filled my life with “busy” because that’s what mum did as part of the church. I came to church every Sunday because that’s what I thought I had to do to be a good Christian. I was the Bree Vandercamp from Desperate Housewives type person..or for those of you who are a bit older…a Stepford wife, I wanted everyone to think that I was perfect and in control...great cook, hard worker, good wife, good mother, good church worker …a picture of perfection so that everyone could look and go “ooh aaah…I want to be like her”. I was trying to get acceptance and value in my life by doing all of these things. But inside I was still empty. I was messed up, and I didn’t like my life at all. And I had all but forgotten who I really was…it had been overtaken by who I thought I should be and taking my cue from what other people were doing. I was wearing myself out and not getting anywhere, instead of working with how God made me to be and doing what he had planned for me. I was lying to myself, I was lying to those around me, and I was lying to God. I was a complete phoney.
But things have changed. In the last seven years or so, God has been speaking to me about making sure that what I believe is matched by what I do in all areas of my life. I decided that it’s time to be honest with myself, honest with others and honest with God.
Seven years ago mum and dad left and took off up to remote central Queensland. I was devastated. All of a sudden I was cut adrift and I was no longer anchored as Cecile’s daughter in this environment that I had become comfortable in. I had to figure out who I really was so that I could begin to function again. It took some time to work it out, but God is good and in time he took me back to my childhood loves. When I was a kid I always had pen and paper in hand. I was always writing or drawing, and if it wasn’t that, I was playing music. And now I’ve come full circle. I am very rarely without pen and paper, or music. I am serving God with the passions that he has planted inside me for his purpose, and I am serving my family with my passions to. I have long since ditched the crippling need to be perfect in favour of being real. Admitting that I have my own flavour and style and that being a part of a church doesn’t mean that I have to act a particular way or dress a particular way. Understanding that being a part of a church is a by-product of belonging to God and that who I am as a person is God-breathed. And these days I am so much more at peace with life. I love my life. And I am learning to form relationships with people and working at letting them see who I really am and opening the doors for people to see how God works in my life. I am free to be the fruit cake that I really am within the boundaries God sets out in the bible. And it’s an ongoing process. It’s something that I have to work on all the time.
Here’s where I want to encourage you tonight. Society is trying to fit you into their box, and that’s where the clash is happening at the moment. You are supposed to act a certain way and do certain things because that’s what they did. God has planted you where you are in your generation with your culture that is so different from anything we’ve known before for a purpose. And you have a great challenge to work within the structures that are already in place and yet stay true to who you are. But a lot of times we try and squeeze ourselves into boxes too, particularly when it comes to being a Christian and being a part of a church.
We serve an amazingly creative God. You, even if you are a twin, are different to anyone else on the planet, and God’s plan for your life does not include pressing you into anyone else’s mould. Your uniqueness and individuality will be at its very best when you are following what God wants for your life. And he takes all of our diversity and individuality and jigsaw puzzles it together to form a united single, clearly focussed picture of God’s love – the Church.
Your willingness to keep it real is your number one tool in reaching the world for Jesus. Don’t change who you are! So that’s the first thing you need to know to impact the world for Jesus…know who you are and don’t be pressed into anyone else’s mould. I want you to understand that being a Christian or a part of a church doesn’t mean that you have to sacrifice the parts of you that make you unique.
The second thing you needed to know to make an impact for Jesus in this world is this: you need to know who you are a Christian and what God wants from you and be willing let people see how that works in your life.
God doesn’t want us to go to church…end of story. It was never his intent that your Christian experience be confined to an hour on Sunday. God’s plan from the beginning was that we are supposed to concentrate on being completely devoted to him and doing what he tells us to do in the bible… his plan is that we BE the church, which is so much more than sitting through a few songs and a sermon once a week.
So what does it that look like? Here are six things that will be present in the fabric of your life if you are devoted to following Jesus.
· intimate worship – taking the time to have some one on one time with God,

· growing on purpose – taking the time to apply the stuff you learn about God,

· servanthood – doing things for other people without expecting anything in return,

· faith-based conversations – talking to other people about God-stuff,

· resource investment – using your time, money, skills etc to do God’s work, and

· spiritual friendships – having people who think the same way you do can give you some important support in a world where we’re always under pressure. And having a spiritual mentor is important too.
These are some of the things that we need to be doing, but we also need to understand who we are as a Christian…the bible is filled with verses that describe who we are as people who have decided to follow Jesus. I’ve made a little card for each of you with a top 10 list of who we are in Christ. Each and every one of you has a unique role to play in God’s plan. He knows you by name; he knows how many hairs are on your head. In order to impact the world for Jesus, you need to understand who you are as a child of God.
Why is it important that you need to know who you are as a person, and you need to know who you are as a Christian and be willing to let people see how that’s working for you?

You need to know these things because they are the key to being able to make a difference in the world today, because people don’t care what you say you believe. They want to see that what you do is consistent with what you believe. They don’t want fakes.

The theme for our missions week has been Deed + Creed. The Creed is what we say, the Deed is what we do. Unless we are keeping it real and living out what we believe, we are being fakes and we are going to turn more people off God than we reach for God.

Now I want you to understand that being a follower of God is hard work. Life is messy. Sometimes we fail. Sometimes we succeed. Sometimes we have to do things we hate doing. Sometimes we get to do stuff we love. We get to be friends with some pretty amazing people. We have to put up with some people that rub us up the wrong way and make life a living hell. Being a follower of God that is going to impact the world does not mean that we have to get it right 100% of the time. What it does mean is that we have got to be honest about our stuff ups, be humble about them, work on fixing the stuff ups and letting people see how God works on that stuff with you. It’s going to be embarrassing. It’s going to take some serious commitment.
Why would you do that? What benefit is there from letting people know that I yell at the kids from time to time, or that I have been known to drop the occasional F-bomb, or that some Sunday mornings I’d really rather stay in bed? The benefit is this. Being open and transparent, and willing to be vulnerable opens a door. It opens a door for someone to ask you questions. It shows that you are approachable. If you let people see that you stuff up from time to time, then they are going to feel comfortable in their imperfection and think that perhaps you might be a good person to talk to.
If we are going to let the world know about following Jesus, we have got to show people that it is absolutely do-able. That they are not going to turn into a brown clothes wearing, door knocking, silly grin wearing nut case like Ned Flanders if they become a Christian. Young people, your generation and those that follow are not going to believe the message of Jesus just because you tell them about it. You MUST live it. You MUST show that it is relevant and applicable, and that it makes a difference to your life. If you tell your friends about God and yet the way you live and the way you treat people don’t mesh with what you are saying, then they are going to see you as a fake.

Close
Here’s our challenge one more time…(1 Tim 4:12) And don’t let anyone put you down because you are young. Teach believers [and non-believers] with your life: by word, by demeanour, by love, by faith, by integrity
If you are an older person here tonight…this challenge is equally applicable to you…in fact we could rewrite the verse to say…don’t let anyone look down on you because you’re old, teach the believers with your life…etc and the same principles of being real and transparent and open and honest apply to you too. I want to challenge you. If you have been a Christian for more than a couple of years...take a look at your life. Have you settled into a comfortable routine of religious obligation that is confined to Sundays? Are you coasting until you get to heaven? If that’s you, then you’re faking it just as much as the young guys that come along just to see their buddies and hang out. Think about it.
Young people, old people…God does not want us to go to church. God wants us to be fully devoted followers of Jesus, and that is what it means to be the Church….gathering with a bunch of other people in a church building is part of that, but God is far more interested in whether or not you are living according to what you believe and getting out there and doing the great stuff that he has planned for your life. He wants us to get real and BE the Church. It’s a wild ride. It’s confronting. It’s difficult and embarrassing at times. But it’s so rewarding to be released to be true to what God wants for us. I know you’re up for it!
=============
How many of you have seen the Matrix movies? For those of you who haven’t seen it, the plot is that machines have taken over the world and humans are being used as batteries for the machines, but they are wired up so that in their minds they experience the “real world”. What appears to be the real world is nothing more than an illusion, a computer simulation. It’s not real, but it seems that way. There’s a scene where the key character Neo is given the opportunity to discover the truth for himself, and he’s given the choice of swallowing the red pill or the blue pill. If he takes the blue pill he wakes up in his own bed and continues the illusion, comfortably numb to the truth. If he takes the red pill he will discover the truth but also the risky adventure that goes with it.

<<Matrix clip>>

